
MINUTES 
TOWN OF QUARTZSITE 

SPECIAL MEETING OF THE COMMON COUNCIL 
WEDNESDAY, MAY 6, 2020, 1 :30 PM 

CALL TO ORDER: 1 :31 p.m. 

Mayor Simpson called the meeting to order at 1 :31 p.m. 

INVOCATION: Suellen Pennington of the First Baptist Church gave the invocation. 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: Mayor Simpson led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

ROLL CALL: 

Present: Mayor Simpson, Vice Mayor Warner, Council Member BearCat, Council 
Member Goldberg, Council Member Amon, Council Member Cunningham 

Absent: Council Member Schue - ARRIVED AT 1 :51 PM 

t 

STAFF PRESENT: Jim Ferguson, Town Manager; Cliff O'Neill, Assistant Town Manager; 
Kiki Tunnell, Finance Director; Michelle Kaufman, Recreation Coordinator; Alicia 
Quintero, Recreation Assistant; Tina Abriani, Town Clerk 

1. CALL TO THE PUBLIC

Chelsea Peterson, attorney here in Quartzsite, spoke about the Arizona Governor's 
Executive Orders and ADA violations. She said she thinks the Town needs to come up 
with a comprehensive way of training landlords and property management that this is not 
the time to be aggressive with people because it is prohibited by State Executive Order, 
it violates the ADA and is inhumane. She asked that the Council form an ethics committee 
to review Council Member Cunningham's behavior. 

Dennis Vosper, resident and officially a candidate for the Town Council, read aloud his 
letter which he emailed on Monday (to the Council Members among others). He noted 
that no one acknowledged that the letter had been received. The letter concerned the 
Constitutionality of COVID-19 enforcement. 

Terry Ross, resident, commented on her opinion of Mr. Vosper's comments. She shared 
her experience with the spreading of the COVID-19 virus. She noted that the Council is 
doing the right thing in protecting the wellness and lives of the people in Town. 

Emmett Brinkerhoff, Public Works Director, announced that the Town along with PACE 
Engineering have applied for two awards. As a result, the Town has been awarded both 
awards for the improvements done to the Wastewater Treatment Plant in addition to the 
work done on protection along the wash. The awards were for the 2020 Public Works 
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Project of the Year Small Cities - Rural Communities - Environment Award and the 
Arizona Water Association's 2020 Treatment Plant of the Year- for Small Systems. 

Council Member Schue joined the meeting at 1 :51 p.m. 

BUSINESS: 

2. Minutes - Consider approval of the minutes of the Town Council Regular Meeting
of April 28, 2020.

Mayor Simpson announced that Item 2 has been pulled and will be acted upon at another 
meeting. 

3. Discussion and possible action on Governor Ducey's recent Executive
Orders to combat COVID-19, and the Town Emergency Proclamation
adopted March 23, 2020 that expires May 25, 2020.

Town Manager Ferguson said there is still some vagueness in the fact that previous 
Executive Orders do not necessarily get cleared up in the more recent ones. He 
commented that due to that, we have taken the position we have - contrary to the email 
that the Council received which was paraphrased nicely. He said never has the Town 
gone out and threatened anyone, any business with a fine at all; that has never happened. 
He said he has the body cam of our Code Enforcement Official who went out and 
educated, as we said we would do specifically in the meeting in the parking lot - take 
steps to educate businesses about the Governor's Executive Orders. He said we have 
not had to go back in any case except for this latter one; we went back because between 
the time we visited and shared the Executive Order and returned to the office, the 
Governor had issued a new order. He said that Gabriel, our Code Enforcement Officer, 
went back to let them know that there was an update. 

Town Manager Ferguson said the question now is what we do today; we have on Friday, 
another group of industry that opens up and on Monday, we have another part of industry 
that will open up, the restaurants. He said that they have all been given direction to 
practice social distancing and guidance as to what they ought to do. He said we have not 
been told anything different in terms of how to ensure that is done and so our practice 
would be, as the Council's Administration, to continue to do what we have previously 
done. He said that is just to ensure that as they do open up, they have the appropriate 
documents, the appropriate Executive Orders and that they understand them. 

Town Manager Ferguson said the Council, as a governing body, needs to let the 
Administration know what the Council's thoughts are as to whether or not we have been 
doing enough or too much and what thoughts the Council has in terms of this next phase. 
He asked the Council what more it would like to see from the Administration. 

Council Member Goldberg commented that she has heard nothing but complements and 
praise as to what Town staff are doing. 
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Council Member Amon noted that everyone seems to think things are going well and that 
there is some confusion because some of the Governor's Executive Orders are not clear. 

Council Member Schue shared his appreciation for the extra efforts everyone has made 
to keep the elderly safe. 

Council Member BearCat commented that she has also spoken with people in the 
community and with some of her family members who have caught the virus. She asked 
that people wear masks to protect others because they are there to help everybody stay 
safe. 

Mayor Simpson spoke of his experience protecting others while staying in business. He 
commented that it is an individual's choice and that we need to think communal and 
global. He said he hopes that we can keep the people updated with orders and 
recommendations. 

Council Member Cunningham commented that it is everyone's right to wear a mask or 
not. She asked that everyone respect that right and be respectful of each other. 

Council Member Goldberg said that we are following the Governor's Executive Orders 
and more importantly the CDC. 

Town Manager Ferguson said we are looking at the fact that it is getting hot and we are 
concerned about the cooling center, so we will be working a little bit with the Senior 
Center. He said we are expecting that they should be able to reopen Monday for food 
services; they will have the issue of social distancing, etcetera, but that does not mean 
that they could not also open up as a cooling center because that would be appropriate 
as well with the guidelines that we see. 

Town Manager Ferguson said we always have available two other areas, the Library and 
the Community Center as cooling centers. He said Assistant Town Manager O'Neill is 
working with Billie, Library Manager, looking at what we can do in terms of guidelines to 
have the Library open for a cooling center and or for some additional services. He said 
we are looking at the issues of whether or not it needs to be a reservation or a limitation 
of people there; we are working that out and hope to have that all in place by Monday and 
properly communicated to the public so that they know. He explained that if we cannot 
quite work things out by that time on Monday, then we will make the Community Center 
available as a cooling center with proper distancing with the exception of the gym facilities 
because so far, gyms are not open. 

Shanana Rain Golden-Bear announced, as a point of interest, that the retail businesses 
could open on Monday and that was only for pick-up and curbside; Friday (May 8, 2020), 
retail can open fully, but will have to follow guidelines. She said there is a.lot of information 
out there; the Quartzsite Chamber of Commerce & Tourism has all the details on retail 
and restaurants on the Facebook Page. 

Amber Myers, Senior Vice at the VFW, asked if the VFW would be in that list. 

Page 3 of12

050620 Quartzsite Town Council Special Meeting Minutes 



Town Manager Ferguson explained that the bar sections are not yet authorized to open 
up, only the restaurant portion. 

There was a discussion of serving liquor with a meal. 

Council Member BearCat said that in looking over the Executive Orders from the 
Governor, they are pretty thorough, and they describe exactly how businesses are to 
open and what they are supposed to do when they do open. She said she thought, at this 
time, she would like to see the Town's emergency order be either terminated or sunset 
and adopt the Governor's Order in full and enforcement-wise. 

Council Member Amon said she would concur if we need a concurrence. 

Town Manager Ferguson said it is open for action. 

Council Member BearCat was asked if that was a motion. 

Council Member BearCat responded in the affirmative. 

Mayor Simpson announced that we have a motion on the floor to adopt the Governor's 
(here he asked Council Member BearCat to state it again). 

Council Member BearCat moved to sunset the Town's emergency order and adopt the 
Governor's Executive Orders as what we will follow. 

Council Member Amon stated that she was in full concurrence and she would second

that motion. 

Mayor Simpson said he heard enforcement and asked what the enforcement portion was. 

Council Member BearCat responded that the Governor has in his documents, the 
enforcement sections for people that don't go by his Orders; they can be fined or jailed. 
She explained that this is coming from the State and she thinks that they need to 
supersede the Town's order as a process of getting back to business because they spell 
out what the businesses need to do to maintain the social distancing and keep people 
safe and that is what this is about is keeping people safe and that is what the government 
is supposed to do, keep people safe. She said she thinks it is time to sunset ours and 
ratchet it down a little bit and go by the Governor's. 

Mayor Simpson said he would question whether we have the knowledge, at this point, on 
the legality of fully implementing and requiring the Police Department to - we are taking 
away their discretion on how to do this. The Mayor asked if we could get some clarity. 

Town Manager Ferguson said that even to date, we find occasionally there is a little 
vagueness and we are not sure, but we have the resources to be able to reach out to -
the State, sometimes the County, to get additional clarification. He said we will not rush 
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and enforce something that we do not know for sure, so he feels very comfortable that 
whether it is a Code violation or a matter which the Police Department has to deal with, 
we should be fine. 

Vice Mayor Warner asked if there is any negative impact if we sunset ours and strictly go 
by the State or anything that would cause a problem within this town if we did that. 

Town Manager Ferguson replied that it may help to send a message to people that we 
are trying to do our best to be good neighbors and to be concerned about our populous, 
but we have been following the guidelines of the State almost to the 'T' and so, it will not 
change a lot by any means in terms of how we have been operating and how we would 
probably operate from this point forward. He continued, that is unless the Council gave 
us additional direction as to something where the Council felt like we should be more 
forceful or less forceful. 

Council Member Goldberg commented that we just said that we are not going to be 
running out enforcing, fining, etcetera, but yet, the Governor's Order says you will do that 
if people do not comply. 

Town Manager Ferguson responded that we are actually subject to it anyway as it stands 
right now under Title 26, but our choice under Title 26, has been to do our part to properly 
educate. He said we have never, at any time, discussed going out and placing a fine; the 
State on the other hand, could enforce that portion of it, and they could, perhaps, chastise 
us for not doing so, but that has not been the process that we have chosen to follow. He 
commented that the business licensing issue is kind of a local issue, but he does not think 
it changes what our procedures have been. 

Mayor Simpson announced that we had a motion and a second to move forward. He 
asked if this should be a roll call vote. 

There was a request for Council Member BearCat to read the motion again. 

Council Member BearCat moved to sunset the Town's emergency order and adopt the 
Governor's Executive Orders as to how we will follow this opening up of businesses and 
for the health and welfare of the community. 

Vice Mayor Warner asked Council Member BearCat what exactly she means by 
sunsetting. 

Council Member BearCat replied, it goes away. 

Vice Mayor Warner asked when these start. 

Council Member BearCat responded that it could sunset at its termination point, or we 
could decide to sunset it today; it sunsets on May 25, 2020. 

Vice Mayor Warner said that is fine by her; May 25th is fine. 
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Roll Call Vote: MOTION CARRIED (summary: Yes = 5; No= 2). 
Yes: Council Member Amon, Council Member BearCat, Council Member Cunningham, 
Mayor Simpson, Vice Mayor Warner. 
No: Council Member Goldberg, Council Member Schue 

4. Budget Overview and Prioritization of Town Activities for Fiscal Year 20-21.

Town Manager Ferguson said it has been an interesting year with what has been going 
on over the last two months as to impact on our budgets. He said we decided that today 
would be a good kick-off to our budget review, but we did not want to get into a lot of detail 
because quite honestly, we felt the most important thing was that we are all on the same 
page as to what we are dealing with and where we think we are going to get information 
and when we are going to get information that is most likely going to mean an additional 
adjustment, most likely in a downward way. 

Town Manager Ferguson said we have prepared for you some budget figures and you 
will notice that we put across the front of it, draft; it is absolutely a draft. He said we have 
had an opportunity to sit down with our department heads and review with them, what 
they would like for this coming year. He said that in some cases, we were able to have 
some discussions as to whether we would be able to achieve or not and made appropriate 
adjustments, in other cases, you see a wish list. He said he thought most importantly 
today what we would like to cover are what we believe our revenue picture is looking like 
today and what it is likely to look like by the end of June before we make the final adoption, 
then we would like to talk with you about prioritization, we would like to know where you, 
as the governing body, would like to go when we receive that additional information, which 
as he said will most likely mean further cuts. 

Kiki Tunnell, Finance Director, directed the Council to the Overview on Page One of the 
Draft Proposed Budget. She reviewed all the funds the Town has, what was adopted and 
what was received at the end of February as well as an estimated year-end. She spoke 
of the precautions taken with expenditures due to the pandemic. She next referenced 
another document that she handed out to the Council saying it was a four-year for our 
fiscal year for City and State Shared Revenue; she said that is what we have received, 
what has come in. She said the longer ones (documents) are our City Sales Tax and they 
are for two years; our current year for Fiscal Year 2020 and our last year Fiscal Year 
2019. She said that as you can see, between the both of them, looking at the monthly as 
of April of this year, for our City Sales Tax, we received $76,000; last year, we received 
$191,000. She said this is what we are looking at because this current month we will be 
receiving revenues for last month, so they may be way down. 

Town Manager Ferguson explained that even though we are in hopes that we are going 
to see some recovery and those numbers will start going back up, we are already 
experiencing some short-term loss because of the shut-down. 

Finance Director Tunnell said we will be receiving revenues weekly, but to see a clearer 
picture, it will probably be a couple of weeks so that we can see how it is going down. 
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Town Manager Ferguson referred to the breakdown of the revenues; he said the category 
that is of concern to us is the Intergovernmental category. He said the State Sales Tax is 
going to be less just like ours is experiencing a drop this last month and a half or two 
months; we are hearing projections of anywhere from 15% to 30% less. He said we will 
not know how much until the Department of Revenue can give us new figures. 

Vice Mayor Warner asked if the Council can adopt a Final Budget before we get those 
numbers. 

Town Manager Ferguson responded that you can postpone your adoption, or you can 
adopt a tentative budget with the higher figure in - because you can always go down, but 
you cannot go up. He said the Council can do that with the knowledge that they are just 
going to have to make additional cuts at that point. 

Town Manager Ferguson noted that the Urban Revenue Tax portion is the Income Tax; 
that is a one-year lag, so that figure should stay the same. 

Mayor Simpson said that under Urban Revenue, it tells us that next budget year following 
this one, we are going to be short, so we have to be planning a year ahead for the shortfall 
there. 

Town Manager Ferguson said that category will go down for sure next year. 

Town Manager Ferguson said he is sure Vehicle Licenses is going to go down; we do not 
know how much sales have fallen off in the last two months. He said we are going to have 
to wait for the Department of Revenue to tell us, but we know that will be going down. 

Town Manager Ferguson told the Council that they can see those three categories alone 
in the Intergovernmental Revenues are a significant part of the Council's General Fund 
Budget, so we have to watch that very, very carefully. 

Town Manager Ferguson said right now, the important thing to focus on up front, is kind 
of a prioritization because we are pretty sure that this next year, the Council is going to 
have to look at some reductions in different areas. 

Town Manager Ferguson explained that Miscellaneous Revenues have always been a 
best guess generally based upon a linear projection. He said they kind of tweaked those 
a little bit because there were a few there where we thought the linear projection is not 
going to work this year because times are a little bit different. 

Town Manager Ferguson said we have set up our schedule with the department heads 
to continue, starting Monday, to go back, reassess, look at our numbers. He commented 
that we are in hopes that the Council will have some thoughts in terms of prioritization to 
leave with us today, so we can prepare ourselves for the budget meetings on Monday. 
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Town Manager Ferguson told the Council that if they want, we can just simply take what 
we usually do in terms of priorities. He said he understands that Public Safety is always 
one of our priorities, and it will continue to be one of our priorities, beyond that we begin 
to look at the services that if they have to be limited, can be with the least amount of 
impact on the citizenry as a whole. Town Manager Ferguson said those are tough calls, 
we know that; it is just like recreational programs; many communities have a lot of 
recreational programs and they will start cutting those. He said the ones that are not 
important are the ones that the Council does not participate in; we do not have a lot of 
recreational programs here, so we are not going to be faced with much of that, but there 
may be some areas where we will need to make some adjustments downward that could 
impact the daily lives of maybe 100 of our people, and they are going to be upset. Town 
Manager Ferguson indicated that the downward adjustments are in the balance of 
ensuring that we know that we have enough people out there to protect them. 

Town Manager Ferguson said to the Council that they have, as a local government, been 
fiscally responsible; they are not overextended; they have built themselves some 
reasonable reserves, and they have some flexibility for operations. He said that as we get 
down to the wire on this and we find that maybe we are having to make cuts we do not 
want to make, the Council does have some reserves that they can turn to, but that would 
be the Council's choice. 

Town Manager Ferguson asked the Council if there were some areas of priority that they 
really want to make sure that we, as an administration, keep in mind as we get back with 
our department heads this next week. 

Council Member BearCat said this has been brought up last year and has not been 
particularly resolved, and she thinks it is a disservice to the community in the Town and 
the people that live here and to our visitors that our Park is not well taken care of. She 
noted that there are trees dying, weeds all over the place and the new Dog Park has 
weeds probably six inches to a foot high. She said it is strange how they are even growing, 
but it is not the kind of weed you would want your dog to chew on. She commented that 
she does not see any reason why we cannot keep our Park in top shape; it is an asset 
for the Town; the people come, and they like it. She said she thought that should be right 
at the top of the list, right underneath law enforcement. 

Council Member BearCat said she thinks that at Town Hall, we are about as slim as we 
can get; maybe one position might go away, but other than that, she thinks that we are 
about as slim as we can get especially when we get the people coming. She said HURF 
takes care of roads pretty well. She gave Public Works Director Brinkerhoff kudos for the 
good job he did overseeing the good slurry job; she was impressed. 

Council Member Goldberg said she thinks it is, especially in these times, time that we 
kind of think outside the box. She said that maybe we need to have a 'Friends of the Dog 
Park' group that might pick up the slack, and the same thing with the Park. She spoke of 
how law enforcement will be really important with the new construction coming in. She 
said we need to make sure that we are spending our dollars in the right places; so, if we 
can reach out to community groups to maybe help us, she thinks now is the time to do it. 
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Council Member Amon commented positively about the Town having done a fabulous job 
at managing money and getting grants. 

Council Member Goldberg commented that as we come out of this COVID, there will be 
more and more grants. She said she thinks we need to spend time doing the research to 
find those grants. 

Town Manager Ferguson said he absolutely concurred. 

Mayor Simpson said we want to prioritize training for grant writers and make sure of 
matching funds to cover for any. 

Council Member Goldberg said that one of the things she thinks we really need to look at 
is our staff. She asked the Town Manager if we ever did our wage study. 

Town Manager Ferguson answered that we did not do a final wage study; we did not 
budget for that, but we did do some internal review of some positions. He said he would 
concur with Council Member Goldberg that there are some areas where we are going to 
have to improve our competitiveness with the market as it is. He said that is something 
that he wants to look at before we finalize a budget. He said the Council would be getting 
into that discussion with us, and he assured them of that. 

COMMUNICATIONS: 

5. Reports from the MAYOR on current events.

Mayor Simpson thanked the community for staying involved and sharing what they are 
seeing, feeling and doing. He urged that we keep working together. He noted that he has 
not seen the Health Department here locally. 

6. Reports from the COUNCIL on current events.

Council Member BearCat shared that she attended some webinars, one from the federal 
government and one from ASU about legal matters involving this predicament that we are 
in. She said there is a lot of information, and she has found that the Health Department 
is being rather vague while their numbers are not consistent with the State's. 

Council Member BearCat said one person's Constitutional rights do not trump somebody 
else's rights; all things can be worked out, talked about and understood, and maybe meet 
in the middle. 

Council Member Amon stressed the importance of continuing with the procedures 
involved in the Census. She asked that everyone please make sure their Census is done 
and to encourage their friends and neighbors to get their paperwork done because those 
numbers are critical to us. She announced that we have a newly formed Coalition for the 
Homeless. She said that about a year ago, they were getting about 100 participants 
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statewide that helped out with ideas and participating in how to figure out what to do with 
the homeless population and problem that we have here. She said a year later, now, 
those big state groups that were participating and giving us information and offering us 
help have dropped off to take care of their business and we are down to about 30 people 
working on that Homeless Coalition. She said they did put out a request for towns, 
particularly Quartzsite, to find citizens who are interested in participating; we need three 
representatives from the Town of Parker, Quartzsite and the County to participate in 
getting some of these problems figured out. She asked that interested parties contact 
Council Member BearCat or herself. 

Council Member Goldberg said we were concerned about the Long-Term Visitor SLM 
property and people staying out there. She said she took a drive out there last night and 
went to all four and there were 11 motorhomes or trailers out there. She added that the 
RV parks in Town are doing quite well. 

Vice Mayor Warner let everyone know that some of the stimulus packages and loans are 
starting to hit the banks. She explained the differences between loans and grants as well 
as some of the requirements. 

7. Reports from the TOWN MANAGER to the Council.

Town Manager Ferguson said we have been making the improvements needed with our 
roads. He announced that Quartzsite, Arizona is now officially "The Rock Capital of the 
World". 

8. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS

Council Member BearCat asked about her prior request, which had concurrence, to have 
the Animal Ordinance dealt with. 

Town Manager Ferguson explained that because of the staffing levels of this last period, 
we were not able to get it back to a point where we could finalize it; there is not a lot of 
change in it. He said he thinks, quite honestly, from what he understands at the present 
time, we are going to probably have to take it back before the Planning and Zoning 
Commission one more time before we bring it to you. He added that it does not mean that 
we could not put it on the agenda and get some direction. 

Council Member BearCat said she was sure that if you go back through the minutes of 
other meetings, there are other things that have been asked to be put on the agenda and 
have not been. She said she is sure we have got more than one item. 

Town Manager Ferguson said we did look through our notes. He asked the Town Clerk if 
there was anything else that she recalled that we had for the agenda. 

The Town Clerk replied the Business License Ordinance and the Special Events 
Ordinance. 
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Town Manager Ferguson said those will be back to the Council this next month, but they 
will not be finalized this next week. 

Council Member BearCat asked about the Children's Program and if we are going to look 
at having that this summer. 

Town Manager Ferguson replied that is something that we are reviewing, but we do not 
normally have something like that on a Council agenda; it is something that we are looking 
at as staff. 

Council Member BearCat said it just seems as though an awful lot has fallen through the 
cracks. 

Town Manager Ferguson responded that there are a number of things we could put on 
the agenda if you want to just discuss; he has no problem with that at all. 

Council Member BearCat explained that discussing and getting things brought up to 
current time is good because we have too many things falling through the cracks and not 
getting done. She said she is sure that the community may have some things to say about 
things they would like to have done also, but she just seems to remember an awful lot of 
things that are falling through the cracks, so if staff could do research and we could have 
some discussions on Zoom, that is fine. She commented that with Zoom, we also need 
to make sure we have phone numbers to call for people who do not have access to a 
computer or a smart phone that they know how to work. She said they could just make a 
phone call and put in a code. 

Town Manager Ferguson said we did that last time. 

Council Member BearCat said she heard that it did not work very well, so you need more 
than one number, and with Zoom, you have multiple numbers and from all over the United 
States people can call in. 

Town Manager Ferguson said he appreciates what Council Member BearCat is saying in 
terms of items; he would not say they are falling through the cracks. He said we have had 
a pretty busy winter and springtime with a number of items and then we got hit with a 
predicament with the COVID which redirected a lot of attention of staff including himself. 
He said he thinks you are going to see those are going to be caught up and wrapped up 
over the next few months and then we should be O.K. He said there are some things that 
we are going to need to talk about clearly regarding some of these things, and some of it 
is going to come up again in budget discussions, even things like the Business Licensing. 
He said he thinks there has to be some discussion as to whether or not there needs to be 
some give and take there as it relates to reaching out to our small businesses and saying 
we want to give you a break in this area. He explained that he thinks there are some of 
those kinds of discussions that are going to take place during our budgeting that will make 
changes in the actual ordinances themselves. 
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Council Member Amon expressed her joy over the two awards the Town received. She 
said she hopes this is publicized in a paper and that we have full representation at the 
awards banquet to accept this; this is a big thing. 

Mayor Simpson asked for a discussion about why this town cannot buy enough 
microphones so that everybody has their own microphone and have a sound system that 
we can use outside, inside or in the Chambers, so we can communicate and speed up 
this process of government. 

Several Council Members concurred simultaneously. 

Mayor Simpson adjourned the meeting at 3:18 p.m. 

ADJOURNMENT: 3:18 p.m. 

CERTIFICATION: 

I hereby certify that the foregoing minutes are a true and correct copy of the 
minutes of the Special Meeting of May 6, 2020 of the Town Council of Quartzsite, Arizona, 
held on May 6, 2020. 

I further certify that the meeting was duly called and held and that a quorum was 
present. 

DATED this 26th day of May 2020. 
.... < 

,&a '-)!d. � 
Tina M. Abnani, Town Clerk 

On behalf of the Common Council 

Approved: 
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